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2011 INS Annual Meeting Set for November in Washington D.C. 

Steven Hyman, President ▪  Turhan Canli ▪  Martha Farah ▪  Hank Greely▪  Barbara Sahakian ▪  Julian Savulescu  ▪  Paul Wolpe 

Executive Board 

Join us in Washington DC on Thursday and Friday, November 10 and 11 for the 2011 Annual Meeting.  The pro-

gram will include interactive panels, break-out groups, and talks on a wide range of topics including neurotechnol-
ogy and the body, neuroscience and national security, and morality — Plus plenty of networking opportunities with 
leaders in the field and a joint reception on Thursday evening with the Society for Social Neuroscience (S4SN).   

 
Location:  Carnegie Institution for Science, 1530 P Street, NW, Washington, DC 

 
Date/Times:    Immediately before the Society for Neuroscience Meeting 
  -Thursday, November 10 from 2 – 5 p.m.      Joint reception with S4SN from 5 – 7:30 p.m. 

  -Friday, November 11 from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 
On Thursday afternoon and Friday all day, topics will focus on neu-
roethics relating to law and neuroscience, integrating technology into 
the human body, military/intelligence, mental illness, and discussions 

on funding.  Back by popular demand are break-out groups for stu-
dents on preparing for neuroethics careers and assistance in teaching 
neuroethics.  

 
Abstracts and Posters:  The abstract submission deadline is 5:00 
p.m. EDT on September 1, 2011.  Poster presentations will be during 

the joint INS-S4SN reception on November 10.  Details are on the 
INS website under Annual Meeting, Call for Abstracts. 

 
The entire schedule and registration information will be on the International Neuroethics Society website soon.         

 

 INS joins Oxford Centre in Neuroethics Blog 
By Chelsea Ott, INS Administrator 

Like to blog?  The International Neuroethics 

Society joins Neuroethics:  Ethics and Neurosci-

ence in the News, part of the Practical Ethics Blog 

with the Oxford Centre for Neuroethics.  You 

will find daily ethical analysis of events with prac-

tical ethical relevance, including developments in 

science and technology, environmental policy, 

public health, and information ethics.   

 

Past posts include ―Is Low Libido a Brain Disor-

der?‖ by Julian Savulescu which discusses how 

technology regarding neuroscience can be mis-

understood, as in the study ―Libido Problems: 

Brains not Mind‖;  ―Education is Child Abuse‖ by 

Charles Foster which delves into the difference 

between environmental exposure leading to in-

creased neural connections as opposed to ma-

nipulating the genome; ―A Judge’s Breakfast‖ by 

Paul Troop which discusses a study that found 

that favorable court decisions steadily decrease 

the further into a session the decision is re-

turned.  The blog gets over 22,000 page views 

per month. 

 

Join in the conversation by following this link.  

Details and a link will also be on our website.  

Be sure to follow the Practical Ethics blog on 

twitter @ethicsinthenews. 

http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=125870&orgId=ns
http://blog.practicalethics.ox.ac.uk/neuroethics/neuroethics/2010/10/is-low-libido-a-brain-disorder/
http://blog.practicalethics.ox.ac.uk/neuroethics/neuroethics/2010/10/is-low-libido-a-brain-disorder/
http://blog.practicalethics.ox.ac.uk/neuroethics/neuroethics/
http://www.twitter.com/ethicsinthenews


Page 2 May, 2011 

Working Groups Open the Lines 

of Communication  By Chelsea Ott, 

INS Administrator 

The International Neuroethics Society initi-

ated eight working groups prior to the 2010 

Annual Meeting.  The working groups allow 

members who share a common interest to 

be able to share ideas and collaborate.  

Listservs were just established to enable 

easy communication amongst members and 

we encourage you to join one of the fantas-

tic groups: Addiction Neuroethics, Global 

Health and Neuroethics, Predictive Bio-

markers for Alzheimer's Disease, Deep 

Brain Stimulation, Cognitive Enhancement, 

Neuroscience and National Security, Neuro-

science and Free Will, and Brain-Based Legal 

Implications.  Please email administra-

tor@neuroethicssociety.org if you are inter-

ested.   

International News Updates  

Ania Mizgalewicz, INN Manager 

Landmark Publication for Neuroethics 

  

The Oxford Handbook of Neuroethics is 

just out! Weighing in at 976 pages, this com-

pilation of work on neuroethics features 

nearly 100 authors from 8 different coun-

tries. The topics span virtually all those at 

the heart of neuroethics today, such as con-

sciousness, mental health, addiction, and 

aging and dementia, as well as others pre-

scient to be of focus in the future. Click 

here http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/
general/subject/Medicine/Neuroscience/?

view=usa&ci=9780199570706 - Description 

for more information. 

Congratulations Judy 

and Barbara! 

Neuroscience and the Law Webinar 

Sponsored by: The American Bar Associa-

tion and The American Association for 

the Advancement of Science  

Co-Sponsored by: The International Neu-

roethics Society, Criminal Justice Section, 

and Senior Lawyer Division 

Lawyers are increasingly relying upon advances 

in neuroscience in their practices, such as es-

tablishing whether or not a litigant is compe-

tent to stand trial or sign a contract, determin-

ing if the memory of a witness is accurate and 

reliable, deciding how best to represent a client 

with an addiction, or convincing a jury that an 

offender was capable (or not) of controlling his 

violent behavior.  Advances in neuroscience are 

helping scientists better understand how the 

brain  functions, and it is now, more than ever, 

vitally important that lawyers comprehend 

these advancements in order to successfully 

represent their clients.   

 

Sessions include:  

May 5—Memory and Lie Detection  

May 19—Substance Dependence  

June 2—Competency Issues 

June 16—Violence 

Each webinar will be 12pm—1:30pm CDT 

 

For more information, please follow this link.  

Click here to register (INS members receive a 

discounted rate!) 

mailto:administrator@neuroethicssociety.org
mailto:administrator@neuroethicssociety.org
http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Medicine/Neuroscience/?view=usa&ci=9780199570706#Description
http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Medicine/Neuroscience/?view=usa&ci=9780199570706#Description
http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Medicine/Neuroscience/?view=usa&ci=9780199570706#Description
http://www2.americanbar.org/calendar/neuroscience-and-the-law-webinar-series/Pages/default.aspx
http://www2.americanbar.org/calendar/neuroscience-and-the-law-webinar-series/Pages/Registration.aspx
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at the Stanford School of Medicine, Center 

for BioMedical Ethics. Emily graduated from 

Harvard University and completed her doc-

toral work at the University of Cambridge.  

 

We would like to give a special thanks to the 

Nominating Committee: Stephanie Bird, 

Mark Frankel, Alan Leshner, Richard Naka-

mura, Julian Savulescu, Barbara Sahakian and 

chair Hank Greely.  They created a large 

pool of excellent candidates and narrowed 

the selection to a final few so that the Execu-

tive Committee could make the final vote. 

The International Neuroethics Society will 

soon be bolstering its online presence by 

launching a Facebook page. Social networking 

has increasingly become a crucial way for or-

ganizations to communicate with their mem-

berships as well as broader audiences, and 

with over 600 million users worldwide, Face-

book is the social networking platform with 

the largest reach. We expect that this en-

deavor will help the Society fulfill the part of 

its mission devoted to the responsible appli-

cation of neuroscience through education, 

outreach, and public engagement. Anticipated 

uses of the website include promoting the 

Society’s activities, raising public awareness 

about the field of neuroethics and related 

news events, and soliciting feedback from So-

ciety members and nonmembers through 

surveys. We look 

forward to hearing 

about how mem-

bers would like to 

use this platform, 

so stay tuned for 

our launch! 

INS to Launch Facebook Page 

By Benjamin Rubin 

New INS Board Members  

Announced 

By Chelsea Ott, INS Administrator 
 

Beginning with over 60 extremely well quali-

fied candidates and  maneuvering through an 

arduous process,  we are pleased to an-

nounce our four new Board members and 

Student Representative: Husseini Manji, 

Helen Mayberg, Jorge Moll, Jonathan Moreno, 

and Emily Murphy, Student Representative. 

 

Husseini K. Manji, MD is global therapeutic 

area head, neuroscience research and devel-

opment at Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical 

in New Jersey.  Previously he was chief, Labo-

ratory of Molecular Pathophysiology & Ex-

perimental Therapeutics, NIMH, and director 

of the NIH Mood and Anxiety Disorders Pro-

gram. 

 

Helen S. Mayberg, MD is a professor of psy-

chiatry and neurology at the Emory Univer-

sity School of Medicine in Atlanta. She exam-

ines neural systems mediating mood and 

emotions in health and disease with a primary 

emphasis on major depression and its recov-

ery. 

 
Jorge Moll, MD, PhD is head of the D'Or In-

stitute of Research and Education (IDOR), 

Rio de Janeiro, and of the Cognitive and Be-

havioral Neuroscience Unit (CBNU), Rio de 

Janeiro. He was previously at the Cognitive 

Neuroscience Unit, NINDS, National Insti-

tutes of Health (USA). 

 

Jonathan D. Moreno, PhD is the David and 

Lyn Silfen University Professor of Ethics and 

Professor of Medical Ethics and of History 

and Sociology of Science at the University of 

Pennsylvania. He holds a courtesy appoint-

ment as Professor of Philosophy. He is also a 

Senior Fellow at the Center for American 

Progress in Washington, DC. 

 

Emily Murphy, Ph.D.  is a postdoctoral fellow 
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CALL FOR PAPERS:  
"Expanding Human Boundaries:  Cognitive 

Enhancement, AI and Mind Machine Mergers" 
 By Linda MacDonald Glenn, JD, LLM, Alden March 
Bioethics Institute, Albany Medical Center, New York, USA  
 
Submissions are invited for a special issue of the jour-
nal on the topic of ethical, legal, and social implica-

tions of cognitive enhancement, mind machine merg-
ers (cyborgization), uploading and artificial intelli-
gence. 
 

 
Possible Topics: 
* What are ethical, legal, and social questions posed 

by efforts to enhance intellectual, aesthetic and moral 
abilities with drugs, brain machine interfaces and 
computers?  

* What ethical, legal, and social questions are posed 
by cyborgization, uploading and the blurring of the 
real and virtual?  
*How do popular media depict efforts to enhance 
cognitive abilities? (e.g., Dollhouse, The 4400, Heroes, 
Being Human, Limitless, etc…)  

* Should we regulate cognitive enhancement, cyborgi-
zation and uploading? 
* Is uploading the mind to a computer platform possi-

ble? 
* What ethical guidelines should govern uploading 
and the intentional creation of machine minds? 

* What implications do these technologies pose for 
personal identity and legal personhood? At what 
point, if any, do machines minds become rights-

bearing persons? 
* And more!  
 
We anticipate that this issue will contain around 10 

papers and, as a working guide, the papers should be 
between 4000 and 12,000 words in length. 
 

Instructions on format and style are here: http://

jetpress.org/authors.html 

Manuscripts must be submitted electronically and in 

the Microsoft Word (not LaTex) format to 
lglenn3000@gmail.com and russellblack-
ford@bigpond.com.   
 
Important dates  
Submission deadline:  June 1, 2011 

Notification of acceptance/rejection: July 15, 2011 
Final revision deadline: September 1, 2011  
 

Contact us with any questions at 
lglenn3000@gmail.com or russellblack-

ford@bigpond.com.  

Available Job Openings 

Please see our website for additional informa-

tion 
 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies in Cultural Neuroscience 

Hampshire College 

Hampshire College, an independent, innovative liberal 
arts institution and member of the 
Five College Consortium, is accepting applications for a 

two-year Postdoctoral Fellowship in Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Cultural or Social Neuroscience. This position 
is associated with the Foundation for Psychocultural Re-
search – Hampshire College Program in Culture, Brain 

and Development (FPR-HC CBD). 
  
The purpose of the fellowship is to encourage under-

graduate teaching and research around questions about 
how neurobiological and cultural factors interact with and 
influence psychological and social behaviors and clinical 

practices. The successful candidate will have a Ph.D. or 
M.D. and a demonstrated interest in teaching and pursu-
ing research that brings neuroscience in dialogue with 

issues of culture and society. We are particularly inter-
ested in candidates who have background or training in 
both the neurosciences and in sociology, cross-cultural 

psychology or anthropology. The fellowship includes 
some undergraduate teaching (2 courses/year), advising, 
and research mentorship. There is funding available to 

support the fellow’s own research. Resources on campus 
include an electrophysiology lab and a neuroendocrinol-
ogy lab; MRI technology is possible for research through 

UMass Amherst.  This fellowship is associated with the 
FPR-HC Program in Culture, Brain and Development and 
its occupant is expected to participate in and contribute 
to that program. The postdoctoral fellow is encouraged 

to develop teaching and research collaborations with 
colleagues both at Hampshire College and within the Five 
College Consortium, which includes Hampshire, Mount 

Holyoke, Amherst and Smith Colleges, and the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst. Hampshire College is commit-
ted to building a culturally diverse intellectual community 

and strongly encourages applications from women and 
minority candidates. 
  

Review of applications begins immediately and will con-
tinue until the position is filled. A Ph.D. or M.D. is re-
quired at time of appointment, July 1, 2011. Hampshire 

College offers a competitive salary and comprehensive 
benefits program. Candidates should forward 1) a letter 
of application; 2) curriculum vita; 3) teaching statement 

with descriptions of courses; 4) a research statement 
outlining research plans and ideas for interdisciplinary 
collaboration with other faculty; and 5) three letters of 

recommendation to cbdpostdoc@hampshire.edu 
  
For additional information on Hampshire College’s Cul-

ture, Brain and Development program, please visit 
www.cbd.hampshire.edu 

http://jetpress.org/authors.html
http://jetpress.org/authors.html
mailto:james.hughes@trincoll.edu
mailto:russellblackford@bigpond.com
mailto:russellblackford@bigpond.com
mailto:lglenn3000@gmail.com
mailto:russellblackford@bigpond.com
mailto:russellblackford@bigpond.com
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=72338
http://www.cbd.hampshire.edu/
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Introduction to special section on Neuroethics and the Arts  

By Martha Farah, Editor of INS Newsletter 

Thanks to INS member David Elkin, who con-

tacted us about the new play Wirehead, we 

decided to add a special section to this 

month’s issue.  Neuroethics lends itself to nar-

rative exploration, as it addresses profound 

questions about human existence. Are we 

really no more than our brains? Are we re-

sponsible for our actions if they are all physi-

cally caused? Should we intervene in the crimi-

nal brain to make criminals less dangerous? 

How would society change if we could compel 

people to tell the truth?  Are we still human if 

our brains are augmented with computers?  

What does it mean to be human?  Can we use 

psychopharmacology to improve on normal 

intelligence?  Normal mood?  What does it 

mean to be normal? 

 

Science, history, sociology and philosophy of-

fer the most rigorous approaches to these 

questions, yet the literary imagination is an 

important source of insight as well.  Indeed, it 

is not uncommon for the rigorous approaches 

to rely, at certain junctures in their arguments, 

on distant extrapolations of current trends or 

assertions about which counterfactuals are or 

are not plausible.  As long as we are conjuring 

imaginary scenarios – for example, by project-

ing that a mood-enhanced population might 

become emotionally shallow, or that hu-

mans with sufficiently augmented cyborg 

brains might consider themselves a new 

species – we might as well draw upon 

the extrapolations and counterfactuals 

created by real authors of fiction!   

 

When neuroscience has been featured in 

books and film, the scenarios are gener-

ally dystopian.  Beginning with Aldous 

Huxley’s (1932) Brave New World, 

through the current genres of Cyber-

punk (e.g., the Matrix) and Biopunk (e.g., 

Gattaca), we have seen mainly the dark 

side of neurotechnology.  The potential 

of neurotechnology seems much more 

threatening than that of space travel, an 

earlier sci fi mainstay.  Perhaps not sur-

prising, given that our brains are us.  Ex-

ile me to another star system and my life 
may be rough, but reprogram my brain 

and I’m not even sure whose life it is. 

 

As a guide to some of the interesting 

brain fiction available for your summer 

reading or viewing pleasure, the Interna-

tional Neuroethics Society Newsletter 

brings you this special section on Neuro-

ethics and the Arts.  Enjoy! 



Wirehead  

Theater Review by David Elkin, MD   

Neuroenhancement and the ethics of cogni-

tive augmentation has been in the news re-

cently, including revelations of high numbers 

of university students taking stimulants for 

off-label purposes.  The ethics of neuroen-

hancement are explored in the new play 

Wirehead currently running at the San Fran-

cisco Playhouse. 

 

The play posits a near future in which neural 

implants are available, but with several cave-

ats:  1) the implant is biologically incompati-

ble with some potential recipients, 2) the 

effects of the devices are difficult to predict, 

leading to some drastic unforeseen side ef-

fects,  and 3) the implant is so costly that 

only the wealthy can afford them.  This sets 

up dramatic tension as those who can afford 

the implants begin to excel in work (and 

quiz shows!), demonstrating a new  type of 

class warfare between those who possess 

the implants and those who cannot.  As up-

grades to the implants become available 

(shades of iPad2!), the race to remain com-

petitive begins to take its toll on individuals, 

relationships, family and society (amusingly 

given voice by a ―shock-jock‖ DJ). 

 

It seems significant that neuroethics is be-

coming a significant ―trope‖ in popular cul-
ture; the recent film Limitless also features 

the development of a neuroenhancing agent, 

albeit in drug form, and the movie Source 

Code highlights philosophical questions 

about consciousness and identity. 

 

Science fiction often anticipates the advent 

of new technologies, and sophisticated sci-

ence fiction includes a consideration of the 

social context and reactions to that technol-

ogy.  The best sign that Wireheads succeeds 

was the degree of spontaneous conversation 

after the show.  Audience members, and so-

ciety, may enjoy this play as fiction for now, 

but the implication is that the era of neuro-

enhancement, with its promises and perils, 

may soon be a reality.   
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Books with Neuroethical Themes 

Reviewed by Penn  

Undergraduates 

Acceptable Risk 

By Robin Cook 

Reviewed by Joshua Eisenberg 

 

 

 

Set against the backdrop of Salem, Massa-

chusetts, the thriller follows a modern inves-

tigation of the hallucinogenic mold spores 

that allegedly contributed to the infamous 

witch trails in 1692. When researchers iso-

late a new potential wonder drug for psy-

chological enhancement from the spores, 

their hurried research leads to dangerous 

side effects that no one could have pre-

dicted. Written in response to the wide-

spread impact of SSRIs in the early 1990s, 

the novel is a critique of personality-altering 

drugs. While the narrative is unnecessarily 

lengthy and full of stilted dialogue, it is a cap-

tivating story that forces the reader to think 

twice about some uses of psychoactive 

drugs. 

 

Altered Carbon 

By Richard Morgan 

Reviewed by Grady Williams 

 

 

 
Morgan’s Altered Carbon is both thought 

provoking and enjoyable to read. The com-

plex, yet plausible, plot keeps the reader en-

tertained while the futuristic 

world he depicts seems both 

eerily similar and distant to 

ours today. Given such ad-

vancement in technology as 

uploading entire brains onto 

computers, Morgan seems to 

convincingly describe its pos-

sible effects on society. 

 

 

Continued on Page 8 
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Limitless is a fairytale where, instead of frogs 

turning into princes, ―underachievers‖ scale 

the heights of financial and social success.  

And just as fairytales have their frightening 

and grotesque plot turns (remember Hansel 

and Gretel getting put in the oven for din-

ner?), this one mixes exhilaration and good-

guy triumphs with the darkness of drug addic-

tion, murder and organized crime. 

 

The underachiever at the story’s center is 

Eddie, an appealing ADDish twenty-something 

whose inability to get anything done has scut-

tled his writing career and driven away his 

girlfriend.  His life changes suddenly when he 

tries a rare, illegal (and, we later learn, ex-

tremely dangerous) drug, which gives him su-

perhuman cognitive ability and energy.  He 

quickly finishes his book, gets into shape, and 

takes up day trading.  One week and a few 

million dollars later he is at the right hand of 

one of the world’s most powerful business-

men and the darling of jet set society. 

 

I like this movie!  Bradley Cooper gives a ter-

rific performance as the loveable Eddie, going 

from pathetic to triumphant to fighting for his 

life.  Abbie Cornish and Robert De Niro are 

perfectly cast and do full justice to their roles 

as Eddie’s girlfriend and boss/mentor.  The 
plot is fast-paced and suspenseful. 

 

I particularly enjoyed the 

playful way that the 

drug’s subjective effects 

are translated into film: 

The sudden rush of en-

ergy and drive are shown 

as multiples of Eddie get-

ting to work on cleaning 

his apartment (one at the 

sink, one vacuuming, one 

washing windows, etc) or 

working a room (ten Ed-

dies talking animatedly to 

ten groups of charmed party guests).  The 

powerful state of flow that finally vanquishes 

his writer’s block is represented by letters 

and words raining down on him.  Starting as 

a gentle shower as he sits at his laptop, the 

downpour becomes torrential as his hands 

speed over the keyboard, bashing out page 

after page. 

 

As for a moral, the book is clearer than the 

movie.  (The book’s original title is ―The 

Dark Fields‖ but it has been re-released as 

―Limitless.‖)  In the book Eddie commits sui-

cide – no spoiler for prospective readers as 

the book starts with his suicide and is essen-

tially his suicide note.  For all the neurosci-

entific inaccuracy in the story, the author did 

capture one true fact: Drugs have side ef-

fects.  To be more specific, drugs that act on 

motivational systems are likely to be addic-

tive and drugs that push the brain beyond its 

normal limits are messing with an extremely 

complex and finely tuned system.  The novel 

can therefore be read as a cautionary tale 

for writers entranced with Adderall (if they 

were not already dissuaded by the sad ends 

of Jack Kerouac and Philip K. Dick).  The 

movie has a more ambiguous ending, which I 

will not spoil for you – especially because I 

hope you will see this intelligent and fun flick 
yourself! 

Limitless Directed by Neil Burger and based on the novel by Alan Glynn 

Reviewed by Martha J. Farah INS Newsletter Editor 
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Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom 

By Cory Doctorow 

Reviewed by Jennifer Gamarra 

 

 

A fun and exciting science-fiction novel, 

Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom tells 

the story of Jules, a member of the Bitchun 

Society, where all brains attain unlimited 

knowledge through neural interfaces, which 

also eliminate all evils.  Jules lives in the Magic 

Kingdom with his girlfriend, Lil, and they 

manage an attraction called Liberty Square. 

One night, Jules is murdered while speaking 

to his human (nonenhanced) friend Dan.  

Luckily his neurotechnology allows him to be 

given a new body.  During Jules’ restoration 

into his new body, Debra, an innovator, and 

her team revamp the Hall of Presidents to 

implant experiences directly into the brains 

of the visitors. Jules is terrified of this new 

innovation because he is afraid that Debra’s 

work will remove the last bit of genuine hu-

manity left in the Park and in the Bitchun so-

ciety. Throughout the novel, Jules works to 

save the park from Debra. 

 

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 

By Philip K. Dick 

Reviewed by Yael Gottlieb 
 

 

This book depicts a futuristic society in 

which most humans live on Mars with hu-

manoid androids as servants. The book fol-

lows Rick Deckard, one of the few humans 

left on Earth, who works 

as a bounty hunter of 

runaway androids. It 

traces his ethical di-

lemma as he tries to de-

termine what character-

izes a human as opposed 

to a very human-like an-

droid, and whether the 

two should or can coex-

ist on Earth. It features 

several technological in-

Books with Neuroethical Themes Reviewed by Penn Undergraduates  

Continued from page 6 

novations that have controversial implications, 

such as a mood organ that can change ones 

emotional state, and brings up ethical questions 

about the positives and negatives of such futuris-

tic technologies. Though the novel is so filled 

with characters, innovations, and storylines that 

at times it becomes hard to follow, Dick creates 

a fascinating and incredibly thought-provoking 

futuristic world and brings up several neuro-

societal dilemmas that could be potentially perti-

nent as robots develop in the future. 

 

The Futurological Congress 

By Stanislaw Lem 

 Reviewed by Jonathan Schwartz 

 

 

The Futurological Congress is a short, interest-

ing novel that is loaded with tongue-in-cheek 

humor and satire. Ijon Tichy, the protagonist, 

finds himself in the midst of revolution during a 

Congress meeting and ends up hallucinating in a 

sewer. From there, the book 

only gets weirder, and soon 

Tichy finds himself awake in 

the future, where drugs are 

used for absolutely every-

thing. This fast-paced read 

does not disappoint with its 

compelling twist at the end, 
though one starts to tire of 

Lem’s myriad tangents and 

digressions throughout. 

 

Generosity: An Enhancement 

By Richard Powers 

Reviewed by Elena Guoray 

 

 

Driven more by a colorful cast of characters 

than a particularly eventful plot, Generosity re-

volves around a young woman who seems to 

provide the genetic basis of happiness. From this 

straightforward premise, Powers talks on issues 

as diverse as the erosion of privacy in a techno-

logically inundated age to the ethical problems of 

Continued on Page 9… 
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Books with Neuroethical Themes Reviewed by Penn Undergraduates 
Continued from Page 7 

genetic engineering. It makes for an occasionally 

overwrought but ultimately thought-provoking 

read – if the reader can tolerate some character 

melodrama. 

 

Interface 

By Neal Stephenson 

Reviewed by Nate Greving 

 

 

The novel deals with the ultimate form of cogni-

tive enhancement within the mind of recovering 

stroke victim and presidential candidate, William A 

Cozzano. The novel dives through multiple story 

lines of neurological research, rogue research par-

ticipants and crooked politicians. The book is a 

quick read with obvious neuroscience and society 

applications. 

 

 

The Manchurian Candidate 

By Richard Condon 

Reviewed by Lane Robinson 

 

 

The novel follows U.S. soldier Ray-

mond Shaw, who was captured 

along with others in his military 

unit during the Korean War in 

1952. The whole point of the kidnapping is to 
brainwash Shaw, who is molded into the perfect 

assassin because he has a guiltless mind and is then 

used as a political tool until members of his unit 

begin having recurrent nightmares revealing the 

true happenings of that night during the war. The 

book starts slowly but if you read till the end you’ll 

find it a very enjoyable read with lots of twists and 

turns. 

 

The Thanatos Syndrome 

By Walker Percy 

Reviewed by Ariel Goldenthal 

 

 

Psychiatrist Dr. Thomas Moore discovers that the 

town’s water supply has been contaminated with 

isotopic sodium in an experiment run by a fellow 

psychiatrist, Dr. Bob 

Comeaux. By eliminating 

higher cortical function, 

Dr. Comeaux’s isotopic 

sodium has eradicated 

anxiety and all unwanted 

psychological side effects 

of the Freudian superego. 

The Thanatos syndrome 

poses the question; if neuroscience finds a 

way to create a world free of anxiety and 

depression, should it? As the story un-

folds, Dr. Moore comes to the realization 

that without the anxiety of guilt of the 

superego, humans behave with a grue-

some disregard for their actions, no dif-

ferent from monkeys.  The novel was an 

exciting, fast read that although was dis-

turbing at points raised crucial questions 

about the role of anxiety and the super-

ego in making us human. 

 

 

 

The Truth Machine 

By James Halperin 

Reviewed by Malcolm Evans 

 

 

Imagine a world without dishonesty. 
James Halperin transforms this dream 

into a reality in his book The Truth Ma-

chine. Peter Armstrong, the main charac-

ter, creates a machine which is able to 

determine deceit with 100% accuracy. 

The machine is adapted by the govern-

ment, effectively changing everyone’s life 

forever. But knowing what we do about 

the brain is such a machine possible? Is its 

use ethical? James 

Halperin takes a view on 

these issues in an easy to 

read, thought-provoking 

novel which intertwines 

neuroscientific concepts 

throughout its pages. 
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Present – August 14 Brain: The Inside Story,  

Exhibition: American Museum of Natural History. 

This exhibition offers visitors a new perspective 

and keen insight into their own brains through 

imaginative art, vivid brain-scan imaging, and dy-

namic interactive exhibits for all ages., brings visi-

tors up to date on the latest in neuroscience, 

highlighting the brain's surprising ability to rewire 

itself in response to experience, disability, or 

trauma, and showcases new technologies that 

researchers use to study the brain and treat con-

ditions such as Alzheimer's and Parkinson's. See 

this link for more information. 

 

May 5 - 6  Open Policy Sessions of the National Ad-

visory Mental Health Council (NAMHC), Rockville, 

MD.   The discussions planned include an over-

view of the NIMH services portfolio and future 

directions, as well as a presentation from the new 

director of the NIH Office of Behavioral and So-

cial Science Research.  Please register by May 4th 

at http://www.nimh.nih.gov/forms/namhcreg.jsp  

 

May 5 - June 16 Neuroscience and the Law Webi-

nar.  Sponsored by the American Bar Association 

and AAAS; co-sponsored by the International 

Neuroethics Society, Criminal Justice Section, and 

Senior Lawyer Division.  Lawyers are increasingly 

relying upon advances in neuroscience in their 

practices, such as establishing whether or not a 

litigant is competent to stand trial or sign a con-

tract, determining if the memory of a witness is 

accurate and reliable, deciding how best to repre-

sent a client with an addiction, or convincing a 

jury that an offender was capable (or not) of con-

trolling his violent behavior.  Advances in neuro-

science are helping scientists better understand 

how the brain  functions, and it is now, more than 

ever, vitally important that lawyers comprehend 

these advancements in order to successfully rep-

resent their clients.  These webinars will be an 

hour and a half Sessions include: Memory and Lie 

Detection, Substance Dependence, Competency 

Issues, and Violence.  For more information, 

please follow this link.  Click here to register (INS 

members receive a discounted rate!). 

 

May 26-27 International Neuroethics Conference: 

Brain Matters II  Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  Eth-

ics in Translation of Neuroscience and Research 

to Psychiatric and Neurological Care.  Submit  

completed abstracts by February 1 in a word 

document (file name: FIRST AUTHOR 

NAME.doc) by emailing them to neuroeth-

ics@ircm.qc.ca  with the subject line “Abstract 

Brain Matters 2”  For more information please 

see www.brainmatters2.com   

 

June 2-4  IMBES Conference, The Catamaran 

Resort Hotel, San Diego, CA.  This conference 

is a wonderful opportunity to explore new ad-

vances in the emerging field of Mind, Brain and 

Education, collaborate and communicate with a 

wide range of peers in research, education and 

policymaking.  The plenary speakers include 

Bruce McCandliss, Helen Neville, Elsbeth Stern, 

and Hal Pashler.  Please see this link for more 

information. 

 

June 11 It Wasn't Me, It Was My Neurons The 

Science, Religion, and Technology Project is cur-

rently running a working group looking at the 

subject of neuroethics. The group aims to pro-

duce a report for the General Assembly in 2012.  

Much work remains to be done in areas such as 

where consciousness, morality and free will 

come from. Proposed areas of interest to the 

report include:  Metaphysical questions and the 

need to challenge materialism, Who has the 

right to know? What makes us more than mere 

machines?  The need to challenge scientific re-

ductionism and to distinguish between science 

and ―scientism‖ has been emphasized, as well as 

giving the church an opportunity to evaluate 

many exciting areas of research. 

 

June 23-25 The Brain, the Person, and the Social: 

Probing neuroscientific ideas and practices from STS 

& history of science perspectives. Zurich, Switzer-

land.  This workshop aims to look behind these 

well-known neuro-stories by investigating what 

is behind the media-hype about neuro-

knowledge, focusing on (but not limiting to) the 

following questions: Research Practice; Percep-

tion of Neuro-Knowledge; Application; Imaging.   

The work in progress-workshop is for PhD stu-

dents and postdocs from science and technology 

studies, history of science and related areas to 

present and discuss their work on contemporary 

neurosciences.  
 

Continued on Page 11… 

http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/brain/about.php
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/forms/namhcreg.jsp
http://www2.americanbar.org/calendar/neuroscience-and-the-law-webinar-series/Pages/default.aspx
http://www2.americanbar.org/calendar/neuroscience-and-the-law-webinar-series/Pages/Registration.aspx
mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
mailto:neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca
http://www.imbes.org/conference
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Application & Contact: johan-

nes.bruder@unibas.ch; matusall@wiss.gess.ethz.ch  

 

July 7-9 International Neuroethics Conference on 

"Neuroenhancement", University of Mainz, Ger-

many.  This conference will be the final conference 

of the Canadian-German research project 

"Normality, Normalization and Enhancement in 

the Neurosciences: Ethical, Sociocultural and Neu-

ropsychiatric Aspects of Cognitive Enhancement", 

http://www.philosophie.uni-

mainz.de/1889_ENG_HTML.php  The aim of the 

conference is to provide a forum for the interdisci-

plinary discussion of medical, ethical, social and 

legal aspects of neuroenhancement. In addition, 

during the conference, the results of the research 

project "Normality, Normalization and Enhance-

ment in the Neurosciences" will be presented.  

Invited Speakers include Walter Glannon, Univer-

sity of Calgary; Hank Greely, Stanford University; 

Ilina Singh, London School of Economics.  Please 

send your abstract (max. 500 words) to Elisabeth 

Hildt  hildt@uni-mainz.de by May 23. 

 

July 22—24  Clinical Neuroscience and Society, Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania.  This conference will re-

view the latest developments in brain imagery, psy-

chopharmacology, devices, competence and medi-

colegal practices, and explore the ethical issues 

raised in the context of lectures and case discus-

sions.  CME and psychology/nursing CE available.  

For a full overview and more information, please 

see this link. 

 

September 15-16  Animal Models and Their Value 

in Predicting Drug Efficacy and Toxicity, The New 

York Academy of Sciences, NY.  This 2-day scien-

tific conference will provide a neutral forum to 

critically examine the traditional role of pre-clinical 

animal models in drug discovery, how these mod-

els most effectively contribute to translational 

medicine and drug discovery, changes needed to 

increase the predictive power of various models 

for drug efficacy in humans, and ways in which to 

further refine, reduce, and replace animal models 

in biomedical research.  Abstracts are due on June 

17th to animalmodels@nyas.org.  Please follow 

this link for more information.   

 

November 4-5 Making Sense of Mental Illness: 

Biology, Medicine, and Society, EMBL Heidelberg, 

Germany,   This conference will discuss the ex-

tent and societal impact of mental illness. Experts 

from a wide range of disciplines will explore the 

ethical and social implications and explain the lat-

est scientific knowledge on their causes and treat-

ment. The conference will also debate a number 

of difficult topics including the definition of mental 

disorders, financial interests in their diagnosis and 

treatment and controversial therapies.  Please see 

this link for more information 

 

Submit your events to  

administrator@neuroethicssociety.org 

INS Newsletter  
Martha J. Farah, Editor  

Chelsea Ott, Assistant Editor 
P.O. Box 34252, Bethesda, Maryland 20827 

www.neuroethicssociety.org  
Our mission is to promote the development and 
responsible application of neuroscience through 
interdisciplinary and international research, edu-
cation, outreach and public engagement for the 
benefit of people of all nations, ethnicities, and 
cultures.   Questions and comments about the 
International Neuroethics Society should be di-
rected to Karen Graham, Executive Director,  
kgraham@neuroethicssociety.org. 

Attending a meeting this summer?   

We want to hear about it! 

 

There are lots of meetings coming up this summer and 

your fellow INS members will be interested in know-
ing about talks and panels in which neuroethics is dis-
cussed – So please write a short (100-200 word) re-

port on the neuroethics scene at your favorite sum-
mer conferences and send it to us.  We’ll publish it in 
the next newsletter.  Check our calendar section for 

information on some of these events. 

  

See you again in September! 

 

The bimonthly INS Newsletter will take its annual 
summer holiday in July, and be back in your inboxes 

again in September.  In the meantime, do not hesitate 
to contact the Society with any questions or sugges-
tions you might have, at administra-
tor@neuroethicssociety.org.  We’ll also get in touch 

with you this summer with the occasional email con-
cerning the upcoming meeting and other matters of 

interest.   

http://www.philosophie.uni-mainz.de/1889_ENG_HTML.php
http://www.philosophie.uni-mainz.de/1889_ENG_HTML.php
mailto:hildt@uni-mainz.de
http://www.neuroethics.upenn.edu/index.php/events/clinical-conference
http://www.nyas.org/Events/Detail.aspx?cid=bbecfbea-50fa-4632-b7cb-5c773ffc486a
http://www.embo.org/policy-and-society/science-society/conferences/2011/programme.html
mailto:administrator@neuroethicssociety.org
mailto:administrator@neuroethicssociety.org

